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requires federal agencies 
to survey old-growth 
areas for rare plants and 
wildlife before logging can 
occur. If imperiled plants 
and animals are present, 
logging companies must 
modify their plans to reduce 
the risk of extinction.  
 The Bush administration 
attempted to eliminate 
these old-growth surveys 
after the logging industry 
filed grievances in 2001. 
But before the industry’s 
case even reached the 
courts, the administration 
agreed to its demands, 
and conservationists were 
compelled to file their own 
suit to reinstate the old-
growth protections.
 The recent court 
ruling found in favor of 
conservationists, reinstated 
the Survey and Manage 
requirement, and halted 
more than 140 Northwest 
timber sales—about half 
of which would have 
harvested old-growth.
 In the Southwest, the 
Forest Service announced 
in February it had canceled 
plans to log old-growth 
ponderosa forests on 
the North Rim of the 
Grand Canyon. 
 The Center and the 
Sierra Club had joined 
to oppose the “East Rim” 
timber sale in federal 
court. Negotiations with 
the Forest Service ended 
favorably when the agency 
decided to withdraw the 
project completely.
 This marks the second 
time in less than a year 
that the Kaibab National 
Forest has reversed a 
decision to log old-growth 
forests on the North Rim. 
The Forest Service withdrew 
the “Jacob-Ryan” timber 
sale last summer after 
widespread opposition and 
an administrative challenge 
filed by the Center. 

 Both Grand Canyon 
projects would have 
logged important 

habitat for the northern 
goshawk, a predatory bird 
that once lived in great 
numbers on the North Rim, 
but whose population had 
diminished to just 35 pairs 
in the Kaibab National 
Forest in 2004. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 
 

Center seeks
World Heritage
protection for
Waterton-Glacier
 The Center and coalition 
partners petitioned the 
United Nations World 
Heritage Committee in 
February to list Waterton-
Glacier International Peace 
Park as a World Heritage 
site “in danger.” Glacier 
National Park, along with its 
sister park across the border 
in Canada, has experienced 
major glacier melting and 
environmental degradation 
due to global warming.

 Waterton-Glacier 
International Peace Park 
was designated as a United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) 
World Heritage Site in 
1995. The World Heritage 
Convention is designed 
to protect the planet’s 
most special places. 
 In 1850, Montana’s 
Glacier National Park had 
150 of the glaciers for which 
it was named; today, only 
27 glaciers remain. Glaciers 
have succumbed to higher 
temperatures, documented by 
the U.S. Geological Survey at 
about a 3 degree Fahrenheit 
increase over the last century.

 The petition, prepared 
by the International 
Environmental Law Project 
at Lewis & Clark Law 
School in Portland, Ore., 
was filed one year after 
the Kyoto Protocol—the 
international agreement 
to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions—went into effect 
without the participation 
of the United States. 
 If Waterton-Glacier is 
designated as “in danger,” 
the United States will be 
required to develop a plan 
for its protection. That plan 
should include reducing U.S. 
greenhouse gas pollution, 
which accounts for more 
than 20 percent of total 
worldwide emissions. 
Immediate greenhouse 
gas pollution reductions 
could be achieved through 
higher vehicle mileage 
standards, increased energy 
efficiency in homes and 
workplaces, and increased 
use of renewable energy 
sources—all of which can 
also benefit the economy and 
improve our quality of life.
 
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Faulty clean
air standards
challenged
in court
 In February, the Center 
led a coalition in filing suit 
against the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
for failing to evaluate 
and update its sulfur 
dioxide (SO2) standard.
 According to the Clean 
Air Act, every five years the 
EPA must review standards 
for SO2, along with 
several other key indicator 
pollutants, and implement 
any changes necessary to 
maintain proper human 
and environmental health.
 In a 1980 study, 
the EPA found that 
SO2 damaged sensitive 
vegetation at concentration 
levels much lower than 

the standard. The agency’s 
latest review of the standard 
in 1996 revealed additional 
risks to human health 
and the environment. Yet 
the EPA refused to change 
the standard, leaving it 
at 0.03 parts per million, 
the level at which it 
was created in 1971.
 Currently, multiple 
areas in seven states persist 
in violation of this standard.
 Sulfur dioxide’s 
effects include respiratory 
illnesses, contribution to 
acid rain, plant damage, 
and haze. Coal-fired power 
plants remain the primary 
source of pollution for 
SO2, but oil refining also 
contributes emissions.
 In a second clear air 
lawsuit, the Center took 
action against the EPA for 
its failure to update and 
maintain nitrogen oxide 
(NOx) standards in fall 
2005 as required. Nitrogen 
oxides contribute to acid 
rain, global climate change, 
respiratory illnesses, and 
eutrophication of water 
ecosystems, resulting in 
depletion of dissolved 
oxygen in the water.  
 In the 1990s, state 
implementation plans 
were formed to curb NOx 
emissions, but 22 states and 
the District of Columbia 
have failed to comply.
 The Center aims to 
compel the EPA to update 
its SO2 and NOx standards 
and reduce emissions 
harmful to human health 
and the environment. ■
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Avalanche Lake, Glacier National Park
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Coal-fired power plant
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On the Ground in Arizona 
Trips bring together stewards of different stripes 
By Greta Anderson, Range Restoration Coordinator

 For more than 15 years, the Center 
has worked to protect endangered species 
and wild lands in Arizona. This year, we 
have launched a special series of fieldtrips 
designed to reach out to the communities 
directly involved with conservation and 
recovery of Arizona’s endangered wildlife 
and habitat.
 The trips are part of the Center’s 
Arizona Endangered Species Assessment 
Project, which will document the status of 
all Arizona plants and animals protected 
under the federal Endangered Species Act. 
We wanted to know which species were 
recovering, which were still threatened 
with extinction, and what needed to 
be done to improve their prospects for 
survival. The project will culminate in a 
report that will be available in print and 
on the Web later this year. 
 The fieldtrips aim to translate what 
we’ve learned about Arizona’s endangered 
species into site-specific discussions 
about on-the-ground actions needed to 
move them toward recovery. By bringing 
together expert biologists, land managers, 
state and county officials, media, Center 
members and other concerned citizens, 
we are working to facilitate active 
conservation solutions. 
 In November 2005, we 
led a trip to southeastern 
Arizona’s San Pedro River—a  
treasure-trove of biological 
diversity, but an ecosystem 
at risk due to groundwater 
pumping in adjacent 
communities. The trip 
highlighted immediate actions 
that will protect the Huachuca 
water umbel, southwestern 
willow flycatcher, and other 
imperiled species that depend 
on this riparian corridor. 
 In January, we organized 
a trip to southern Arizona’s 
Buenos Aires National Wildlife 
Refuge to see firsthand the 
efforts already underway to 
restore habitat for the masked 
bobwhite quail. The Refuge 
also monitors the Pima 
pineapple cactus, a species 
endangered by development  

in Pima County. We were joined by  
area residents whom we hope will 
continue to take interest in refuge 
management and even volunteer to 
monitor imperiled species. 
 Participants on our March trip to 
Sonoran Desert National Monument got 
their hands dirty, pitching in on a road 
closure and restoration project before 
taking a closer look at the impact of land 
uses, such as livestock grazing, on the 
Monument’s imperiled wildlife, including 
the desert tortoise and bighorn sheep.  
 Upcoming trips include recovery 
areas for the Mexican gray wolf, and a 
follow-up visit to Fossil Creek, site of the 
2005 dam decommissioning, to see how 
the riparian areas are recovering and to 
witness restoration of aquatic habitat for 
five rare native fish. 
 To learn more about the trips or to 
participate in one in your area, please 
contact ganderson@biologicaldiversity.org.  
So far, only Arizona trips are planned, but 
it is possible that in the future we will be 
able to expand to other states. 
 The Center thanks the Nina Mason 
Pulliam Charitable Trust for its generous 
support of this project. ■ 
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Center staff and members joined forces with representatives from the National Public Lands Grazing 
Campaign, Arizona Game and Fish, and the Bureau of Land Management to close illegal off-road vehicle 
trails in Sonoran Desert National Monument on a weekend fieldtrip in March.

www.biologicaldiversity.org



recovery plans estimated an average of 
42 years necessary for these plants and 
animals to recover.  That is, most of the 
species had not yet been listed as long 
as they were expected to need  
for recovery.  
 The Center traveled to the 
Northeast Feb. 28 to present the 
study’s findings in three press 
conferences.  Policy Director Kieran 
Suckling was joined in New York City 
by Helen Hays from the American 
Museum of Natural History; Policy 
Advocate Melissa Waage was in 
Providence, R.I. with Lou Perrotti 
from the Roger Williams Zoo; and 
Conservation Director Peter Galvin 
presented in Framingham, Mass. with 
representatives from the New England 
Wild Flower Society, Lloyd Center for 
the Environment, Connecticut River 
Watershed Council and Appalachian 
Mountain Club. 
 The findings on the northeastern 
species are the first in the continuing 
study, which aims to evaluate recovery 
trends for all of the more than 1,300 

plants and animals protected under 
the federal Endangered Species Act.  
The Center is gearing up for a second 
release this summer of findings on 
recovery trends for the 260 plants and 
animals nationwide that have been 
protected under the Act since before 
1980—those for which the most long-
term data exist. 
 Meanwhile, the first phase of 
the Center’s study continues to 
garner press from media nationwide, 
signifying what we hope will be a 
large advancement in the ongoing 
battle to protect America’s most 
important wildlife protection law. ■
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Cover story by Phoebe Garfinkel 
and Brian Nowicki

Success Story: The U.S. Atlantic 
population of the green sea turtle has 
steadily increased in numbers since being 
listed under the Endangered Species Act 
in 1978. The Center analyzed population 
data for 41 listed plants and animals 
in the Northeast; 38 of those species (93 
percent) had remained stable or increased 
population numbers since being protected 
under the Act.
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